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Book Three 
You would never believe what goes on around and beneath what 
appears to be a seemingly ‘peaceful’ lake. Over 100 years ago, the 
Danish author, Carl Ewald, wrote classic children’s stories that wanted nothing 
less than to challenge children and their elders to understand how nature really 
works.  

 

In this third book in a series, short stories are now available in new English 
translations where the setting is a lake. These lakeside stories will both entertain 
and lead you and your children into an accurate understanding of how a 
sometimes-hidden part of nature works. Ewald’s early training as a field biologist 
and forester gave him huge insights into nature and spurred an interest that lasted 
throughout his life. His innovative approach created biology lessons in fable-story 
form for kids. 

 

Teachers, homeschoolers, parents: Are you looking for exceptional content in 
your Middle-Grade children’s reading choices? Read the first story now as an 
example (available under Look Inside) and guide them into constructive, 
substantive readings covering such topics as: the competition for space and food 
among fish, including shellfish that share a common problem. The all-species 
enemy… the ferocious pike. Along with the life cycle of an eel, showing an 
unfeeling nonchalance for its progeny, or on the contrary, the deep regard the mayfly 
has for its offspring, there is much contrast to see.  The lake plants (the waterlily and 
the water buttercup) also compete, for light, space, and reproductive success. 
Laugh at tadpoles that mock their own mothers, and marvel at the short-lived but 
persistent efforts of the dragonfly to complete its nature-imposed mission. Not to 
be left out, all this above- and under-water action watched over by a pair of reed 
warblers caring for their own nestlings. 
 
 

This third book of 12 color-illustrated stories is a sampling of not just the sweep 
of Ewald’s interest in revealing a real-world nature, but also the high literary 
quality of his stories. His major concern was to steer children (and their mentors) 
into learning the truth of nature’s amazing complexity, while attempting to make 
it simple enough for a child to understand. As well, there is a key lesson that he 
hoped would take root: that the often seemingly cruel, amoral, often 
random indifference of raw nature is what it is. Nature has no favorites!  
 



There are many other stories and major topics that you will find in Books One 
and Two of this series. Have a look. 
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